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The study of the transformations in the urban economics and morphology
caused by the relocation of bus terminals conforms to the local government

policies on urban transit systems. A case study of Khon Kaen Municipalities.
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Abstract

This research aims to study the effects of bus terminals on urban economics and
morphology, as well as the transformation of urban form caused by relocations. This
research focused on the relocation of the city bus terminal more than 9 km away from
the existing bus terminal or urban core toward the suburbs, conforming with the existing
urban growth tendency and local government policies on urban transit systems. This study
can provide guidelines for the regulations and concepts of urban development as well as

the orientation of urban economic and morphological transformations
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The research methodology includes site surveys, observation, and interviews, as
well as collecting data from related documents and literature reviews. Primary and
secondary data will be collected, compiled, and analyzed using the Geographic
Information System (GIS) and statistical data comparisons.

The Research has found;

1. The overall morphology of Khon Kaen City has been transformed. The growth
of urban forms is expanding toward the north, south, and west. Most of the urban
expansion is caused by the increasing number of dwellings. In terms of economic aspects,
the overall economy has declined slightly. The developments have been found mainly in
the urban core area and along National Highway No.2 (MittraPhap Road).

2. Muang Kao Subdistrict Municipality has highly transformed in both urban
economics and morphology caused by the growth of commercial developments and
Industrial Estate. However, it wasn’t related to the relocation of the Bus terminal.

3. The relocation of the bus terminal has slightly affected the transformation of
urban economics and morphology because the major changes have occurred only around
the bus terminal. Noticeably, the majority of the labor movements are the staff of the bus
terminal, although most of them haven’t moved their residences to the new workplace.
Nevertheless, the rising number of new shophouses around the bus terminal can attract
people from outside significantly.

In conclusion, although Khon Kean City has greatly transformed in both urban
economics and morphology. However, the relocation of the bus terminal has been slightly
affected because urban reform and development have occurred exclusively around the
bus terminal. However, increased development around the Bus Terminal, as well as the
addition of public transport modes to create areas’ connectivity systematically in the
future, will motivate and improve the developments of the Bus Terminal significantly.
Keywords: Bus terminal relocation, Urban morphology transformation, Urban economic

transformation
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